CONTINGENCY TRAINING
FOR STABILITY AND SUPPORT OPERATIONS

CAPTAIN JAMES B. DANIELS

Since the end of the Cold War, debate has raged about
whether the tasks of operations other than war should be part
of the mission essential task lists (METLs) for U.5. Army
units. While this article will not attempt to address that
larger question, it will discuss the way one infantry battalion
performed the mission of moving more than 3,000 Cubans
from the Republic of Panama to the U.S. Naval Base at

Guantanamao, Cuba, and raise points for consideration in the
METL debate. This 1995 mission is still a valuable source
of lessons on wayvs a combat unit can perform a noncombat
mission in a high-visibility, politically sensitive environ-
ment.

The chain of events that led to the mission began with the
exodus of Cuban migrants in 1994. The U.S. Government
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